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however, he had a superb contempt for the Boers as fighting
men, and awaited their approach over the hills with an eager-
ness which counted on easy victory.

In front of his camp, which lay in a hollow, there rose a long
sloping, grass-covered ridge named Talana Hill. Prudent
generalship would certainly have entrenched that hill before
the enemy could get possession of the heights. But gallantry,
not prudence, was the characteristic of General Penn
Symons.

On the morning of October 20, 1899, before the soldiers had
been allowed to get their breakfast, the mist on the hill slowly
lifted, and revealed a line of moving dots climbing like ants up
the summit and clustering in bunches on its jagged edge.
Suddenly, as our soldiers stared up in surprise at this sudden
appearance of the enemy, a curious wailing sound came through
the air, and a shell buried itself in the soft turf within a few
paces of General Symons' tent. Our gunners and their officers
opened their eyes very wide. That shell, which opened the
Boer War, must have come from a range of 5,000 yards.
There was not a gun on our side which would carry anything
like that length. It was the first of many surprises that were
to open the eyes, not only of our soldiers in South Africa, but
of the Government and people at home.

General Penn Symons, however astonished, was not dis-
mayed- He ordered forward some gun-batteries, and they
were soon barking at the hill. But on the heights there was
no sign of dismay, and the artillery officers bit their lips
and looked glum. Our shells were digging up the turf far
below the enemy's feet. Meanwhile the big gun on Talana
was sending more well-aimed shells into the British camp, and
the Boer batteries were getting to work From the outskirts
of Dundee, however, there came the rattle of the I3th and
16th batteries, who tore across the plain, and in less than ten
minutes after the firing of the first Boer shell unlimbered on a
rising ground.within effective range of Talana. The gunners
wore good men and true, and in less than fifteen minutes they